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Anniversary of Korea’s 
liberation commemorated

      PYONGYANG, August 16 
(KCNA) -- The 60th anniversary of 
the country's liberation was diversely 
celebrated by all the Korean people. 
On this occasion servicepersons of 
the People's Army, officials, working 
people, school youth and children 
visited the statues of President Kim Il 
Sung and his images with a sunny 
smile on Mansu Hill in the capital 
and in different parts of the country 
to lay floral baskets, bouquets and 
flowers and made bows to him in 
humble reverence. Art performances, 

peasant music dancing parties, 
national sports and amusement 
games, dancing parties and evening 
galas took place in squares, parks and 
recreation grounds in Pyongyang and 
in provinces, cities and counties, 
adding to the celebration atmosphere.  
    In immortal revolutionary paean 
"Song of General Kim Il Sung", 
men's chorus "Hold High, the 'DIU' 
Flag" and other numbers performers 
highly praised Kim Il Sung for his 
immortal exploits in opening a new 
era of national prosperity, breaking 

through the icy cold wind of Mt. 
Paektu and a new road of state 
building and showed the happy life of 
the new generation stoutly growing 
up to be the successors to the 
revolution who will shoulder the 
future of the country.  
     Colorful celebrations vividly 
represented the revolutionary spirit 
and high enthusiasm of the Korean 
people to achieve the final victory of 
the revolutionary cause of Juche 
under the leadership of Kim Jong Il. 
 

KFA delegation visits DPRK 
 

     

 
KFA representatives with Yang Hyong Sop, 
Vice President of the Presidium of the 
Supreme People’s Assembly, at Mt. Paektu. 
 
     The Korean Friendship 
Association sent two delegations to 
the DPR of Korea in August, taking 
place August 8-20 and August 22-30, 
respectively.   
     During the first KFA delegation, 
participants joined with Koreans and 

hundreds of other representatives of 
friendship organizations from around 
the world in a variety of solidarity 
meetings geared toward protesting 
US imperialism and commemorating 
the 60th anniversary of Korea’s 
historic liberation from 36 years of 
Japanese colonial rule in 1945.  
Meetings were held in Pyongyang, 
Samjiyon township, Mt. Paektu, and 
Sinchon-ri.   
     Participants also had the 
opportunity to see the Arirang Mass 
Gymnastics performance, lauded as 
the greatest artistic performance of 
the 21st century, as well as enjoy an 
evening gala on Kim Il Sung Square 
in central Pyongyang on the evening 
of 15 August.   (Continued on page 2)   
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The Korean Friendship Association 
has unveiled its first series of 
membership badges.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to acquire your own 
KFA bronze lapel pin, embossed 
with the association’s international 
emblem. 
 

Buy yours today at the KFA online 
shop! 
 

www.korea-dpr.com/catalog 
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     The first delegation followed an 
international KFA meeting held in 
Beijing on August 7, attended by 
members of the delegation and KFA-
China, as well as representatives of 
the General Association of Korean 
Residents in China.   
     The second KFA delegation 
offered participants the opportunity to 
explore DPRK society through travel, 
sight-seeing excursions and 
interaction with Koreans.   
     Both delegations contributed 
greatly to the KFA’s goal of 
cultivating international friendship 
with the DPRK and awareness of 
Juche Korea’s political, cultural and 
economic life by offering foreigners 
the chance to see the country first 
hand.  Both delegations were open to 
non-KFA members from all 
countries. 
 

 
 

KFA-Philippines 
organized 
 
     The Philippines-DPRK Friendship 
Society has joined the Korean 
Friendship Association, becoming the 
29th national branch of the KFA and 
the 3rd branch of the international 
association in Asia.     
     Representatives of both 
organizations enjoyed a cordial 
meeting at the embassy of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea in Beijing on August 7, where 
leaders of the two associations agreed 
to move forward immediately in 
integrating the two organizations.   
     Representing the Philippines-
DPRK Friendship Society were 
Executive Chairwoman Nelia Sancho 
and Angelita Bueser, Vice President 

of the Philippines Solidarity 
Committee for Peace and 
Reunification on the Korean 
Peninsula.  Sancho, who also acts as 
Coordinator of the Philippines Asian 
Woman’s Human Right’s Council, 
will serve as the Official Delegate of 
the KFA-Philippines.   
     Present on the KFA side were 
KFA President Alejandro Cao de 
Benos, KFA International Counselor 
Bjornar Simonsen, and KFA 
International Organization Secretary 
Jason LaBouyer. 
 

KFA online seminar 
soon to commence 
 
     On September 23-24, the Korean 
Friendship Association will organize 
the European Online Seminar on 
Songun Politics, bringing together 
professors from Kim Il Sung 
University and officials of the DPRK 
government who will answer 
questions introduced by participants 
focusing on life and politics in the 
contemporary DPRK.   
     All KFA members are invited to 
attend, and many DPRK friendship 
organizations from around the world 
are expected to participate in the 
seminar.  No prior registration or 
preparation is necessary, although 
participants are expected to 
contribute thoughtful inquiries and 
their own thoughts in order to enrich 
the conference dialogue.  
     The event is part of a KFA 
campaign to confront anti-DPRK 
propaganda, as DPRK representatives 
will address issues related to state 
policy, foreign relations, Korea’s 
economy and the Juche ideology.  
Individuals can participate in the 
seminar in a variety of ways, either 
by contributing thoughtful questions 
to the dialogue, or by submitting 
various forms of artwork to a series 
of online galleries celebrating the 
occasion.   
     Participation guidelines and 
logistical information will be posted 

in the KFA forum in the days leading 
up to the seminar. 
 

DPRK government 
delegation to visit 
Spain 
 
     A delegation of state officials 
from the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (DPRK) will visit 
Spain from 20 to 24 September.   
     Accompanied by DPRK Special 
Delegate Alejandro Cao de Benos, 
the group will meet with Spanish 
officials to discuss the development 
of DPRK-Spain bilateral relations.  
The two sides will focus on 
developing relations between the 
DPRK and Spain’s House of Asia, as 
well as the country’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the University of 
Barcelona, the city hall of Barcelona 
and the regional government of 
Catalonia.   
     A public conference will take 
place at the House of Asia on 22 
Spain at 19:30.  Detailed information 
can be found at the Spanish language 
website of the House of Asia, 
http://www.casaasia.org/. 
 

KFA Eastern 
European regional 
meeting planned 
 

 
 
     The first regional KFA meeting 
will take place October 1-2 in 
Belgrade, capital of Serbia, bringing 
together KFA members from across 
Eastern Europe.  All KFA members 
are welcomed to attend the event. To 
confirm your participation, or for 
more information, write to: 
serbiamontenegro@korea-dpr.com. 
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Korean 
News 

 
 

Arirang is back! 
     
     PYONGYANG, August 26 
(KCNA) -- The grand mass 
gymnastic and artistic performance 
"Arirang", prepared to celebrate the 
60th anniversaries of the Workers' 
Party of Korea and the liberation of 
Korea, has been given before full 
audience at May Day Stadium in 
Pyongyang. "Arirang", created in 
Juche 91 (2002), has been re-depicted 
on a higher ideological and artistic 
level. It shows that the Korean 
people, who once sang the song 
"Arirang" in tears, are now fully 
demonstrating their dignity, singing 
the song "Arirang for Prosperity".  
    The creators, basing themselves on 
the original work, have embossed the 
first scene of the second act "Ye, 
Bright Moon over My Country" and 
various other acts and scenes with 
eight scenic views in the Songun era 
and thus enriched its theme.  
    They have portrayed well the 
fantastic sunrise over Mt. Paektu in a 
way of formative arts in the prelude 
and newly created the first scene of 
the third act "Ullim Falls", which 
shows fairies flying down to settle in 
this land, fascinated by the eight 
scenic views in the Songun era.  
    The high sports technique 
including a movement of turning 

round tassels with long strings on the 
top of three storied human pyramids 
in the fourth scene of the second act " 
Our Thriving Country", elegant and 
refined dancing rhythm and ever-
changing formations further raise the 
artistic level of the performance. The 
background has been supplemented 
with more than 30 pictures and letters 
including "May Kim Il Sung's Korea 
shine for all ages!" and "Long live 
General Kim Jong Il, a peerless 
patriot!"  
    Each scene has been further 
beautified by the harmony between 
the background and performers, 
backed by electric and illumination 
devices, and large slide projectors 
and combination of flags with folding 
screens. The presentation of 
"Arirang", a Kim Il Sung Prize 
laureate and treasure of the nation, 
fully shows the firm will of the 
Korean people, who constructed a 
strong country, independent, self-
supporting and self-reliant in national 
defence under the leadership of 
President Kim Il Sung, to build a 
great prosperous powerful nation 
without fail under the Songun 
leadership of the WPK. 

 

 
 

Evening gala of youth 
and students held      
 
     PYONGYANG, August 16 
(KCNA) -- An evening gala of youth 
and students in Pyongyang took place 
in Kim Il Sung Square Monday 
evening in celebration of the 60th 
anniversary of the country's 
liberation. Senior party, state and 
army officials, chairpersons of the 
friendly parties and the vice-chairman 

of the Central Standing Committee of 
the General Association of Korean 
Residents in Japan took the platform. 
Seen in the reviewing stands were 
Cabinet members, officials of party 
and power organs, working people's 
organizations, ministries and national 
institutions, officials of scientific, 
educational, cultural and art, public 
health and press sectors, 
servicepersons of the Korean People's 
Army, persons of merited service, 
exemplary youth and students and 
officials of the youth league. Present 
on invitation were overseas 
compatriots staying in the socialist 
homeland, diplomatic envoys of 
different countries and embassy 
officials and other foreign guests. To 
the tune of "Song of General Kim Il 
Sung" the participants began dancing 
with profound reverence for President 
Kim Il Sung, an anti-Japanese war 
legendary hero and a benefactor who 
saved the destiny of the country and 
the nation from the Japanese 
imperialists' harsh colonial rule.  
    The participants were stirred up by 
a display of fireworks in the sky 
above the square and a bright large 
painting board standing on the stage 
portraying the Arch of Triumph 
symbolic of Kim Il Sung's feats for 
the country's liberation.  
    Women's brass band added 
brilliance to the soiree by 
dynamically performing song 
"Pyongyang Is Best" while diversely 
changing its formation.  
    The participants danced cheerful 
dances to the tune of songs "Our 
General Is Best", "Songun Nilili", 
"Both Fatherland and Youth Will Be 
Glorified" and "Pride of Youth." 

 
 

 

 
Join the Korean Friendship Association 
and fight for Socialist Korea’s right of 

self-determination! 
 

www.korea-dpr.com/member.htm 
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Demonstrators protest US war atrocities 

 

International meeting 
denounces US Crimes 
in Korea 
    
     PYONGYANG, August 16 
(KCNA) -- An indignation statement 
was adopted at the international 
meeting denouncing the U.S. crimes 
committed in Korea held in Sinchon, 
South Hwanghae Province on Aug. 
16. After their occupation of south 
Korea under the mask of "liberator" 
and "protector" the U.S. forces 
enforced the harsh military rule at the 
point of bayonet in contravention of 
the UN Charter and international law 
on postwar mediation and killed more 
than one million patriots and 
democratic figures and brought the 
dark clouds of war to hang over the 
Korean Peninsula, the statement said, 

and went on: 
 The Korean 
war provoked 
by the U.S. 

(1950-1953) 
was a hideous 

crime to be cursed for all ages as it 
was committed in defiance of 
international law and abusing the UN 
flag. Wherever the U.S. troops set 
their foot, innocent people were shot 
to death, burned, beheaded by saw, 
dismembered and buried alive. 
Nearly 600,000 tons of bombs and 
napham bombs and more than 
600,000 rocket and biological and 
chemical bombs dropped by the U.S. 
troops reduced mountains, cities and 
thousands of villages of Korea to 
ruins, which put Hitler's atrocities 
into shade.  
    Monstrous crimes committed by 

the U.S. forces in south Korea after 
the war, lording it over, makes even 
animals blush with shame.  
    Judgment on the U.S. crimes 
passed at international tribunals in 
New York, Pyongyang, and Lima 
was just one reflecting world voice, 
the statement said, urging the U.S. to 
lend an ear to the judgment of the 
international tribunals and accept it 
unconditionally.  
    The statement noted that no statute 
of limitations can be applied to the 
U.S. crimes committed in Korea as 
they were war crimes against 
humanity.  
     Tribunals and various mass 
movements for finding out and 
condemning principal culprits will 
continue on a worldwide scale, the 
statement stressed. 
 

 
Yang Hyong Sop, Vice President of the 
Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly, 
addresses the World Conference in Support of 
the Independent and Peaceful Reunification of 
Korea. 
 

International 
conference opens in 
Pyongyang 
 
     PYONGYANG, August 13 
(KCNA) -- The World Conference in 
Support of the Independent and 
Peaceful Reunification of Korea 
opened in Pyongyang with splendor 
Saturday on the occasion of the 60th 
anniversary of the liberation of 
Korea. The conference was co-
sponsored by the International 
Liaison Committee for Reunification 
and Peace in Korea (CILRECO), the 
Korean Committee for Solidarity 
with the World People and foreign 

organizations for friendship and 
solidarity with the Korean people.  
    It will discuss the tasks and ways 
for realizing the independent and 
peaceful reunification of Korea by 
checking and frustrating the moves of 
the U.S. and the anti-reunification 
forces and boosting the solidarity of 
the world progressive people. 
Attending the conference are 
delegations and delegates of 
international democratic 
organizations and organizations for 
peace against war including 
CILRECO, the World Peace Council, 
the International Association of 
Democratic Lawyers, the Women's 
International Democratic Federation 
and the International Action Centre 
and delegations and delegates of the 
regional and national friendship and 
solidarity organizations in Asia, 
Europe, Africa, America and 
Oceania.  
    President of the International 
Association of Democratic Lawyers 
Jitendra Sharma made an opening 
address.  
    Yang Hyong Sop, vice-president of 
the Presidium of the DPRK Supreme 
People's Assembly, in his 
congratulatory speech extended warm 
congratulations to all those 
participating in the conference to 
voice invariable support and 
solidarity for the Korean people in 
their just cause for the independent 
and peaceful reunification of the 
country. He said that the Korean 
people would always join efforts with 
the world progressive people in the 
struggle to achieve the independent 
and peaceful reunification of the 
country and build an independent, 
new world.  
    Alberto Moreno, general secretary 
of the New Left Movement of Peru, 
D. Chahilgan, president of the 
Mongolian Federation of Peace and 
Friendship Organizations, and Kamal 
Hyder, vice-president of the World 
Peace Council and general secretary 
of the Bangladesh Peace Council in 
their congratulatory speeches wished 
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the conference success, noting that it 
would provide an occasion of helping 
put an end to the U.S. hostile policy 
towards the DPRK and achieve the 
independent and peaceful 
reunification of Korea.  
    Guy Dupre, secretary general of 
CILRECO, made a keynote report 
which was followed by a 
supplementary report by Mun Jae 
Chol, chairman of the Korean 
Committee for Solidarity with the 
World People.  
    The opening ceremony was 
followed by a plenary meeting.  
    The floor was taken by Robert 
Sharvaeng, secretary general of the 
International Commission of Jurists 
for Supporting the June 15 North-
South Joint Declaration who is 
honorary president of CILRECO, 
Mohammed Arif, general secretary of 
the British Afro-Asian Solidarity 
Organization, Alejandro Rosales 
Sanchez, chairman of the Mexican 
Committee for Supporting Korea's 
Reunification, and others. To replace 
the armistice system with a peace one 
on the Korean Peninsula is one of the 
basic issues for the peaceful 
settlement of the Korean issue, they 
said, urging the U.S. to pay due 
attentions to the just call of the 
DPRK on establishing the peace 
system and respond to it.  
    The conference will continue. 
 

International appeal to 
world people 
     
     PYONGYANG, August 12 
(KCNA) -- An appeal to the world 
people for building an independent, 
peaceful and friendly, new world was 
adopted at the meeting held on 
Thursday to watch the sunrise over 
Mt. Paektu with an attendance of the 
participants in the Meeting Dedicated 
to the Great Persons of Mt. Paektu. In 
the appeal representatives of 
international democratic 
organizations and friendship and 
solidarity organizations of different 

countries stressed the need to know 
better about the revolutionary life of 
the three generals of Mt. Paektu and 
conduct more brisk activities to 
introduce the great feats performed 
by them in accomplishing the human 
cause of independence.  
    They also called upon the 
progressive organizations and 
personages of all countries to add fuel 
to the flames of the international 
solidarity movement for supporting 
the Korean people in their Songun 
cause to check the imperialists' 
anachronistic ambition for world 
supremacy and gangster-like state 
terrorism and defend justice and 
peace. The appeal said that the peace-
loving people and progressive figures 
from all walks of life in all countries 
should have a good understanding of 
all the peaceful stand and policies of 
the DPRK for the reunification of the 
country and the regional security and 
conduct more vigorous activities for 
supporting them.  
    It called for extending full support 
to the Korean people in the tireless 
struggle to achieve the independent 
and peaceful reunification of the 
country by the concerted efforts of 
the whole nation under the banner of 
the historic June 15 joint declaration. 
 

Pyongyang Koryo 
Hotel turns 20 

 
PYONGYANG, 

August 10 
(KCNA) -- 
Pyongyang Koryo 
Hotel observed 
the 20th 
anniversary of its 

foundation 
(August 9, 1985). 
The hotel was 

built as 45-storied twin-towers of 
unique architectural style in 
Changgwang Street, one of the main 
streets of the capital, on August 9, 
Juche 74 (1985) in the run-up to the 
40th anniversary of the liberation of 

Korea.  
    Over the last 20 years it has 
ensured important party and state 
functions and served foreign guests to 
their best convenience.  
    In recent years it has updated 
various service facilities in a unique 
manner, improved the programs and 
ways for service and information 
service inside the hotel and done a lot 
of good things for servicepersons and 
people.  
    The Central Committee of the 
Workers' Party of Korea sent a 
congratulatory message to the 
employees and officials of the hotel 
on the occasion of the 20th 
anniversary of the hotel and highly 
praised them for having admirably 
rendered services for the guests from 
abroad. 
 

New software 
developed in DRPK 
 
     PYONGYANG, July 29 (KCNA) 
-- The Taehung Information Centre 
under the Korea Taehung General 
Corporation has developed 
"Hyesong" (comet) 3.0, a chemical 
reaction computer aided design 
(CRCAD). It is one of the final goals 
to be hit in the research into organic 
synthetic chemistry. The purpose of 
"Hyesong" 3.0, based on a unique 
and new principle, is to search the 
reasonable and possible path of 
material synthesis by 
comprehensively applying the most 
advanced scientific and technical 
success achieved by the classical, 
quantum and statistic mechanics, 
statistic trial method, information 
science and so on.  
    It is equipped with systems as 
following:  
    1. The search system of all the 
possible paths through the reserve 
and direct synthetic analysis methods.  
    2. The search system of the 
elementary reaction to elucidate the 
reaction mechanism. 3. Calculation 
system of the eigenreaction 
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coordinates to calculate the activation 
energy and the eigenrate constant.  
    4. Simulation system of the 
reaction system to calculate the rate 
coefficient.  
    5. System test and help system.  
    It was passed in the state software 
quality check and registered on the 
intellectual patent list of the DPRK in 
Juche 93 (2004).  
    Paek Yong Chol of Taehung 
Information Center, who led the 
developing team of "Hyesong" 3.0, 
told KCNA that the software would 
make a contribution to a leaping 
development of the material 
civilization of humankind. 
 

Pyongyang undergoes 
renovations 

     
PYONGYANG, 

July 28 (KCNA) -
- Pyongyang, the 
capital city of the 

Democratic 
People's Republic 
of Korea, is 
changing its looks 

with the approach of the 60th 
anniversary of the Workers' Party of 
Korea. The Mangyongdae 
revolutionary site, the hometown of 
President Kim Il Sung, has been 
spruced up to suit the requirements of 
the new century in order to convey 
his greatness and revolutionary 
exploits down through generations.  
    Projects for face-lifting a lot of 
monumental edifices and their 
surroundings including the April 25 
House of Culture are getting into full 
stride.  
    The construction of dwelling 
houses including those of the 
Pyongyang Textile Mill is 
progressing on an extensive scale. 
And Sungri, Kaesonmun, 
Chilsongmun and other streets are 
taking on a new look.  
    More than 10 nurseries, 
kindergartens and clinics are under 
construction in Thongil Street.  

    Scientific, educational, cultural and 
public health institutions are also 
being constructed.  
    The construction of Pyongyang 
Conservatory buildings and the E-
library and gymnasium of Kim Chaek 
University of Technology will be 
soon completed.  
    The construction of General Dental 
Hospital, Heart Hospital attached to 
the Red Cross Hospital and Tudan 
Duck Plant are going on successfully. 

 
Korean women's share 
in social progress 
     
     PYONGYANG, July 11 (KCNA) 
-- The women of the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea are 
playing a big part in the social 
development. The issue of women 
had already been raised as a 
fundamental matter concerning the 
social revolution in the early period 
of the Korean revolution. Ample 
experience and exploits were gained 
and the idea on equality between 
sexes was formulated in the "Ten-
point Programme of the Association 
for the Restoration of the Fatherland" 
during the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle. And the "Law on Sex 
Equality in North Korea" was 
promulgated on June 30, Juche 35 
(1946).  
    The adoption of the first 
constitution of the DPRK in 1948 and 
the "Socialist Constitution of the 
Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea" in 1972 laid a solid legal 
foundation of sex equality and 
enabled the Korean women fully 
exercise their rights to independence 
and enjoy free state and social 
activities on an equal footing with 
men.  
    A lot of women have occupied 
important positions of the Party and 
government bodies. Women 
accounted for 20.1 percent of the 
deputies to the Supreme People's 
Assembly as of September 2003.  

    Having obtained a high degree of 
knowledge through over ten years of 
schooling, all the women participate 
in the independent and creative 
working life, giving full play to their 
talents in making social wealth.  
    In particular, more than 42 percent 
of the country's experts and 
technicians are women.  
    Many women have made a great 
contribution to the development of 
science and technology and 
demonstrated the dignity and honor 
of the nation. Among them are Prof. 
and Dr. Kang Hui Ho, Dr. Hyon 
Yong Ra, "World Table-tennis 
Queen" Pak Yong Sun, "Marathon 
Queen" Jong Song Ok, WBCF 
champions Kim Kwang Ok, Ryu 
Myong Ok and Choe Un Sun and 
prize winner in the international 
concours "Art of the 21st Century" 
(piano) Yun Jin Bok.  
    Over the last five decades, 
hundreds of women have been 
awarded the title of the Hero of the 
DPRK and Labor Hero for their 
distinguished service for the 
prosperity of the country.  
    In an interview with KCNA on the 
occasion of the "World Population 
Day" (July 11), Kang Nam Il, 
director of the Population Research 
Institute, said the role of the women 
in the DPRK will become greater as 
days go by to further promote the 
social development.  
    This year's theme is "equality". 
 

DPRK advances under 
revolutionary slogans 
 
     PYONGYANG, July 8 (KCNA) -- 
The People of the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea have all 
turned out in response to the slogans 
issued jointly by the Central 
Committee and the Central Military 
Commission of the Workers' Party of 
Korea to greet the 60th anniversary of 
the WPK. With a high degree of 
enthusiasm they are striving to make 
a new leaping advance again.  
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    Korea's is a revolutionary history 
in which the people have won victory 
after victory with the might of 
revolutionary slogans set forth at 
each stage of the revolutionary 
development.  
    The slogans reflecting the demand 
of the times, revolutionary spirit and 
serve-the-people spirit have served as 
a driving force which has given full 
play to the inexhaustible strength and 
creative wisdom of the popular 
masses so as to work epoch-making 
miracles.  
     During the anti-Japanese 
revolutionary struggle the Korean 
revolutionaries fought under the 
slogans including "Weapons are our 
life and soul! Oppose armed force 
with armed force!", "As fish cannot 
live without water, so guerrillas 
cannot live without the people" and 
"Let us accomplish the Korean 
revolution with our own efforts!" to 
carry out the historic cause of 
national liberation.  
    The slogans "Land to the tillers!", 
"Let's improve the people's cultural 
standard from the abolition of 
illiteracy!" and "Everything for 
victory in the war!" inspired the 
heroic Korean people to build an 
independent and sovereign state 
within only five years and to shatter 
the myth of the U.S. imperialists' 
"mightiness" in the Korean war.  
    The slogan "Dash forward at the 
speed of Chollima!" was put forward 
during the postwar rehabilitation and 
construction. Under this slogan, the 
Korean people turned their country, 
once a backward colonial agrarian 
one, into a socialist industrial nation 
in a matter of 14 years.  
    In hearty response to the slogans 
"Let us live our own way!" and "As 
the Party decides, so we do!" the 
Koreans have carried on the 
revolution and construction in an 
independent way without vacillation 
in any adversity and have 
implemented the WPK's plan for the 
prosperity of the country.  
    The thorough implementation of 

the slogan "One for all and all for 
one!" has brought about the unity in 
mind of the leader, Party and masses, 
the primal basis of the revolution, 
powerfully demonstrating the 
advantage of the socialist system and 
the inevitability of the triumph in the 
revolution.  
    In particular, the slogans "Live not 
merely for today but for tomorrow!" 
and "Push ahead through the thorny 
path in high spirits!" greatly inspired 
the people in their efforts to build a 
great prosperous powerful nation 
during the "Arduous March" and 
forced march.  
    The people of the DPRK will 
thoroughly implement the recently 
issued joint slogans and thus greet the 
60th birthday of the WPK as a grand 
festival of victors. 
 

Cultural and public 
buildings built in Mt. 
Paektu area 

     
PYONGYANG, 

July 1 (KCNA) -- 
Many cultural and 
public buildings, 

as well as dwelling houses, have been 
constructed in the Mt. Paektu area in 
the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea. The members of the national 
Party information workers' shock 
brigade have constructed or 
reconstructed about 210 cultural and 
public buildings with a total floor 
space of 255,700 square meters.  
    The construction of public 
buildings including Samjiyon County 
Cultural Center, Samjiyon Hotel 
No.1, Rimyongsu People's Hospital 
and Pegaebong Noodle House 
provides convenience to the local 
people and visitors to revolutionary 
battle sites and historic places.  
    The Paektu Museum has been 
erected in the shape of Mt. Paektu in 
the township of Samjiyon County.  
    It, with a total floor space of about 
2,100 square meters, consists of a 
general hall, a panorama of 

revolutionary battle sites and historic 
places in the Mt. Paektu area, a room 
for studying revolutionary traditions 
and rooms for introducing the secret 
camp in Mt. Paektu, Lake Chon on 
Mt. Paektu, Lake Samji, Rimyongsu, 
Taehongdan and Mubong areas. The 
museum helps visitors study the 
revolutionary traditions.  
    The Chonji Health Complex is 
furnished with all necessary service 
facilities.  
    The Samjiyon Schoolchildren's 
Palace with a total floor space of over 
7,680 square meters has the main 
building, a theatre, a gymnasium and 
over 30 rooms including computer, 
physics, vocal music and Taekwon-
Do exercising rooms.  
    A winter sports village has been 
constructed to suit the climate of the 
Mt. Paektu area where it is cold and 
snows heavily in winter.  
    An ice hockey field, ice rink, ski-
run, alpine skiing ground, tourist 
skiing course and jumping hill have 
appeared around Pegae Peak about 
1,600 meters above the sea level.  
    Accessory buildings including 
lodging for athletes, extracurricular 
sports school and resting house for 
skiers and cableway with chairs 
going up to the top of Pegae Peak 
have also been built in the village. 
 

 
Newly-built housing in Samjiyon 
 

Housing construction 
in thick forests 
     
     PYONGYANG, June 30 (KCNA) 
-- The Mt. Paektu area has changed 
beyond recognition in the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea over the 
last five years. The members of the 
national Party information workers' 
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shock brigade have spruced up the 
area as a good place to live in and a 
scenic place to suit the features of the 
socialist country as President Kim Il 
Sung had planned.  
     They have constructed or 
reconstructed over 1,490 dwelling 
houses for more than 5,080 families 
in towns in forests at the foot of Mt. 
Paektu.  
    The township of Samjiyon County, 
Ryanggang Province has turned into 
a picturesque town with the 
construction of dwelling houses of 
unique styles and parks befitting the 
forest zone and other colorful 
buildings.  
    More than 520 red and blue cosy 
houses for thousands of households 
have been built there. Each flat 
covering 75-80 square meters on an 
average is furnished with convenient 
living conditions.  
    Beautiful villages have come into 
being along Rimyongsu Stream and 
on the shore of Mubong Lake to go 
well with their fascinating scenes 
varying from season to season.  
    People have moved to the newly 
built dwellings in Phothae workers' 
district, Pochon and other parts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Commentary 
 

 

 
Pyongyang’s Tower of Juche, erected in 1982, 
serves as a tribute to the Juche ideology. 
 
 

Understanding the 
Juche Idea 
 

By Gabriel López de Rojas 
 

     Understanding the Juche idea is 
vital to understanding the modern 
DPR of Korea. This article aims to 
briefly acquaint readers with the 
essence of the Juche ideology, as 
perfected by President Kim Il Sung. 
     The Juche idea provides that 
humankind is not a simple element of 
the world, but the element which 
dominates the world, governing, 
transforming and developing material 
reality.  In About the Juche Idea, 
Leader Kim Jong Il writes “ the Juche 
Idea is a human-centred philosophical 
idea. The human being is master of 
everything and of his own destiny, 
and he has the main role in the 
transformation of the world and in the 
development of his own destiny”  
    Accordingly, he writes, “ the Juche 
Idea defines the criteria, the point of 
view and the position concerning the 
world taking the human being as its 
base.”   The Juche Idea helps to 
explain man’s ideological 
consciousness. It is evident that, 
although man’s activities reflect his 
material world, his ideological 
consciousness ultimately determines 
man’s political system, methods, 
behaviour, accomplishments, way of 
life and other activities.  
     The Juche Idea indeed stresses the 
cultivation of man’s ideological 

consciousness, advocating "an 
independent and revolutionary 
ideological consciousness that impels 
the fight to defend independence and 
to transform in a revolutionary way 
nature and the society.”    
     According to the Juche Idea, "the 
decisive factor of the success in the 
revolutionary fight is the organization 
of the masses armed with 
revolutionary ideological 
consciousness.”  This may help to 
explain why many socialist 
governments which thought that 
suitable material and economic 
conditions were enough for the 
triumph of communism have 
ultimately faced defeat.  Under the 
banner of the Juche idea, however, 
the DPRK remains steadfastly 
committed to the cause of socialism. 
     The Juche idea is also unique in its 
rejection of dogma.  Juche stresses 
man’s need for initiative and an 
independent and creative spirit to 
solve the unique problems appearing 
in each nation according to its history 
and peculiar characteristics. This 
facet of Juche could explain the 
DPRK’s emphasis on the right of 
every nation to its own self-defence. 
     Finally, the Juche idea may be 
unique amongst other ideologies in 
its emphasis on the human 
experience.  Experience is the one 
factor that enables man to enrich and 
to deepen his understanding of the 
material world, thus enabling man to 
develop ideas about how the world 
works, as well as theories and 
revolutionary methods in order to 
change it. We must discover truth 
through experience; in the modern 
context, this involves joining the 
struggle against imperialism.   
   As Kim Il Sung wrote, "experience 
demonstrates that education in the 
revolutionary traditions exerts an 
incomparably great influential force 
in the revolutionary process of the 
people who have not passed by 
themselves the test of the 
revolutionary fight.”  

* * *  

 


